
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Catechetical Sunday is September 20, 2020: 

 

The 2020 theme is “I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you.”  Catechetical 

Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the role that each person plays, by virtue of 

Baptism, in handing on the faith and being a witness to the Gospel.  Catechetical Sunday is an 

opportunity for all to rededicate themselves to this mission as a community of faith. 

 

You can find many resources for you and your catechists, RCIA team members, youth Ministry 

volunteers, adult faith formation volunteer leaders, and those working in sacramental preparation 

by using this link to the USCCB website.   

 

Sadlier Religion has a free Catechetical Sunday Kit with a roundup of resources, activities, 

prayers, and ideas for 2020 based on the theme taken from St. Paul’s first letter to the 

Corinthians, “I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you.” 

 

Save the Date 9/23/2020 – Parish Catechetical Leader (CLADD) Session with Charleen 

Katra – Executive Director for The 

National Catholic Partnership on 

Disability (NCPD): 

 

Every family is unique: Some have 

Greater Needs 
Join us for our next professional 

development session for parish 

Growing Disciples – Wednesday Wrap 

Glorifying God – Growing in Faith 

Living our Catholic Faith in the World  
September 9, 2020 Edition 

https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-catechesis/leadership-institute-catechetical-sunday-2020
https://www.sadlier.com/religion/catechetical-sunday-resources?utm_campaign=22X_20_FA_Nat_LG_Rel_General_Child&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=93883566&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_7NiFsrIFLZ20W7FsKfo0et4BhQIzv7mizm2kezMgwNTiBw25YXoXBV-IxTvC6jbblVs-McA90R6ExmjCHKu-dyihZbw&utm_content=93883566&utm_source=hs_email


catechetical leaders on September 23, 2020 beginning with a virtual breakfast gathering at 9:00 

am.   

 

Every family, like every parish, is not created equal.  Families who have children with 

disabilities commonly experience isolation, even in faith communities, even before 2020.  The 

dictums of today make accompaniment more challenging, but still possible.  This session will 

assist you in learning how to be a bridge for families with greater needs so that our parishes 

become a more inclusive community, encouraging and welcoming all as active members of the 

Church. 

 

Every parish has families who have a person with disability in their community.  However, many 

have chosen to no longer participate in the Church form many reasons.  This session has a 

message for every catechetical leader whether you are working with adults (elderly to young 

adults), teens, children, and their families.   

 

Our session will begin at 9:00 am and end by noon.   

 

Adult Faith Formation – A Season with the Saints from the McGrath Institute for Church 

Life at Notre Dame University: 

 

“A Season with the Saints” is a continuation of 

the McGrath Institute’s efforts to provide 

dynamic online resources during the COVID-

19 pandemic.  The series features presentations 

that were previously delivered by Notre Dame 

faculty and staff to a live, on-campus audience. 

Released in a virtual format suitable for group 

study or individual users, each lecture will 

include a brief written introduction and 

discussion questions. 

 

Professor John Cavadini, a former professor of mine, wrote the following introduction, “The 

saints who are featured in these lectures are living witnesses to the life of Christ, and when we 

contemplate the saints they become our contemporaries.  To be a saint is to give yourself over to 

the love of God and the love of neighbor, in Christ. Our lecturers, therefore, are not content to 

simply present biographical details; instead, they look for and seek to present a vision of the 

glory of God that has been splendidly revealed in this particular member of the Body of Christ.” 

 

Each session begins with a little biography of the presenter, something to read to familiarize 

yourself with the saint before watching a video of the presentation, and following up with 

discussion questions.  Saints included in this fall series include – St. Teresa of Calcutta, St. Padre 

Pio, St. Therese of Lisieux, St. John Henry Newman, St. Gertrude the Great, and St. Nicholas.   

 

Go to this link to create a free login and begin enjoying A Season of Saints.  Please share this 

with all who will enjoy this adult opportunity to learn and be transformed through this 

programming.   

https://mcgrath.pathwright.com/library/saturdays-with-the-saints-copy/about/


 

Webinar Opportunity on Tuesday September 15 at 2:00 pm CDT – How Pastoral Leaders 

Can Respond to Suicide: 
 

September is National Suicide Awareness 

Month.  Suicide is the tenth leading cause of 

death in the United States.  Families who lose a 

loved one to suicide are often left in shock and 

intensely burdened with shame.  This suffering 

cries out for the healing presence of Christ, his 

Church, and his ministers.  Join Bishop John P. 

Dolan, auxiliary bishop of the Diocese of San 

Diego, and Deacon Ed Shoener of the Diocese 

of Scranton—founders of the Association of 

Catholic Mental Health Ministers—as they 

reflect on the spiritual insights they have gained after losing loved ones to suicide and discuss the 

support that pastoral leaders can provide to individuals and communities who are affected by 

suicide. 

 

Use this link to reserve your spot today.  The Ave Maria Press Professional Webinar Series is 

presented in partnership with the National Association for Lay Ministry, the National 

Association of Catholic Family Life Ministers, the National Conference for Catechetical 

Leadership, and the Catholic Campus Ministry Association. 

 

A Family of Believers: Called & Sent by Jesus: 
 

Are you concerned what may happen to your children and teen 

programming if COVID-19 positivity rates increase and we need to 

move back to Phase 2 (Mass only)?  Many parishes are learning more 

about the Saints John & Paul parish programming in partnership with 

the Saint Joseph Educational Center titled A Family of Believers: Called 

& Sent by Jesus. 

 

A key element to assist in delving more deeply into this initiative is the 

recently-created website: 

https://virtualfamilyofbelievers.weebly.com/.  This site is designed to 

contain training sessions for PCLs, curriculum information, family 

activities and resources, video content for intergenerational learning and parent/adult faith 

formation.  All such will be located there for support of and direct use (or modification) by 

parishes seeking to provide full or partial family/intergenerational faith formation this year.   

 

Attached you will find a one-page overview of the monthly themes for this program for the year.  

For more information contact Paulette, Jenni, or Tom. 

 

Have a great week!  Thank you for your leadership. 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3906096830317867535?utm_source=bm23&utm_medium=email&utm_term=Sign+Up&utm_content=FREE+WEBINAR:+How+Pastoral+Leaders+Can+Support+Those+Affected+by+Suicide&utm_campaign=200908+Webinar+-+Shoener+and+Dolan+-+Invite+-+PMR&_bta_tid=15754126131401968224973794341241997675070766793726599456206330517756846439299114907580153250735471033302339&_bta_c=c10kyxien301eo5mh58tzdt4wfd9u
https://virtualfamilyofbelievers.weebly.com/
mailto:pchapman@ssjohnpaul.org
mailto:jlihs@ssjohnpaul.org
mailto:tquinlan@sjeciowa.org

